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ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITIES SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE

MINUTES of the meeting of the Environment and Communities Scrutiny Committee 
held on Monday 14 September 2015 at Shire Hall, Gloucester. 

PRESENT:
Cllr Robert Bird 
(Chairman)
Cllr Tony Blackburn
Cllr Dr John Cordwell
Cllr Iain Dobie
Cllr Paul Hodgkinson

Cllr Sarah Lunnon
Cllr Nigel Moor
Cllr Graham Morgan
Cllr Stan Waddington

1. APOLOGIES 

There were no apologies at the meeting. 

2. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 July 2015 were agreed and signed as an 
accurate record of that meeting.

Members noted that the date of the next Overview and Scrutiny Management 
Committee was 24 September 2015. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Stan Waddington declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 6 of the agenda, 
(Canal and River Trust Presentation), as the owner of a canal narrow boat. 

4. ACTIONS 

Members received a short update on the actions taken since the last meeting.  

Key actions included: - 

a) It was noted that a letter had been sent to Gloucestershire MP’s, seeking 
their support to urge BT to undertake a review of areas that might be eligible 
for new investment. The letter was issued on 14 August 2015, for which 
copies had been circulated with the agenda.

b) Members received an update on the ‘Access to and from the Forest of Dean’ 
Task Group.  They were informed that the task group had met for the first 
time on 28 July 2015, followed by a second meeting on 15 September 2015, 
at which members had considered information on the lifespan of the River 
Severn Road Crossings, including the future tolling arrangements of both 
bridges, post 2018. During the meeting, Chris Pope from Highways England 
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presented information on the measures that had been put in place to 
maintain the safety of both crossings. An outcome of the meeting was that 
the task group would utilise the Forest of Dean extract of the 
‘Gloucestershire Local Transport Plan Consultation Document 2015-31’, 
(published in March 2015), to continue its review of issues affecting access 
to and from the Forest of Dean. The task group to meet again in November 
2015. 

5. FASTERSHIRE BROADBAND PRESENTATION 

Dawn Thompson (GCC Communications Team) and Matt Smith (Fastershire 
Operations Manager), gave an update on issues relating to the Superfast 
Broadband Project. The update included information on the current position of the 
BT Contract and the work by private investor, Gigaclear, to provide ‘Fibre to 
Premises’ to 6,500 premises in the Cotswolds District by 2017. 

Responding to member’s concerns about installation delays and poor 
communication to residents in areas where fibre broadband/cabinets had been 
sited, but no further action taken, the Fastershire Broadband Team suggested 
members refer to the Fastershire Broadband website www.fastershire.com as a key 
point of communication, and to advise the constituents within their divisions to 
register personal interests on the website in order to receive regular updates and 
newsletters. Members were informed that the website was updated on a weekly 
basis. 

Acknowledging that there had been a glitch in the automated process for 
connecting broadband to premises in some rural locations, members were advised 
to email the Fastershire Project Team for updates on specific issues. 

The full presentation can be viewed at the following link: - 

http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s26563/Fastershire%20Scrutiny%
20Presentation%20-%2014%20Sep%202015.pdf 

6. CANAL AND RIVER TRUST PRESENTATION 

Following a request from local member, Cllr Tony Blackburn, to consider proposals 
to introduce automated bridge controls along the Gloucester and Sharpness Canal, 
the committee received a presentation from Nick Worthington, Waterways Manager 
at the Gloucestershire Canal and River Trust, (South Wales and Severn 
Waterways). Members noted the outcomes of a recent consultation on the 
proposals and were advised to consider the following publication as background 
information: -   

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/gloucester-and-sharpness-canal-bridges 

The outcomes of the public consultation can be viewed at the following link: 

http://www.fastershire.com/
http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s26563/Fastershire%20Scrutiny%20Presentation%20-%2014%20Sep%202015.pdf
http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s26563/Fastershire%20Scrutiny%20Presentation%20-%2014%20Sep%202015.pdf
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/gloucester-and-sharpness-canal-bridges
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https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/11855-g-and-s-bridges-consultation-
report.pdf  

During the meeting, representatives from Longney and Epney Parish Council; 
Elmore Parish Council and Arlingham Parish Council were invited to express 
individual concerns about the impact of the proposals, culminating in a request from 
Cllr Blackburn for ‘Severn Voice’ to make a detailed presentation to the committee 
at its next meeting. The majority of members felt this was un-necessary, but agreed 
to consider the outcomes of the Sandfield Bridge Trial at a later date. The 
committee also agreed to circulate a statement from Severn Voice, expressing its 
concerns, after the meeting.

The concerns highlighted at the meeting included: - 

a) The impact of remote control operated bridges on traffic congestion/local 
businesses/tourism/pupils attending local schools and emergency response 
vehicles; 

b) Potential increase in the number of unforeseen safety hazards and incidents; 

c) Removal of health and safety assurances, currently provided by bridge 
operators; 

d) Increased number of bridge swings;  

e) Limitations of the existing infrastructure, combined with a rapidly increasing 
number of boats and vehicles; 

f)  Potential conflict between road and boat users; 

g) Remoteness and lack of security at automated bridges.

Members were assured that full consideration would be given to the proposals, 
including confirmation that the Canal and River Trust would be engaging in an 
extended period of consultation. Furthermore, each road bridge would receive the 
support of a bespoke ‘Advisory Group’ from which to monitor and evaluate progress 
during the period of transition. Reiterating his concerns, Cllr Blackburn agreed to 
await the outcomes of the Sandfield Bridge Trial.  

Full details of the presentation can be viewed at the following link: -

http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s26564/Remote%20Controlled%2
0Bridges%20GCC%20Presentation%20-%20140915.pdf 

7. COMMISSIONING DIRECTORS REPORT 

Full details of the Commissioning Directors Report, including an update on the 
Government’s Department of Energy and Climate Change Consultation Process on 
onshore oil and gas exploration, can be viewed at the following link:

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/11855-g-and-s-bridges-consultation-report.pdf
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/11855-g-and-s-bridges-consultation-report.pdf
http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s26564/Remote%20Controlled%20Bridges%20GCC%20Presentation%20-%20140915.pdf
http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s26564/Remote%20Controlled%20Bridges%20GCC%20Presentation%20-%20140915.pdf
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http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=673&MId=7857&
Ver=4 

In noting the report, members were informed that the Department of Energy and 
Climate Change (DECC) was currently undertaking a consultation process, (ending 
on 29 September 2015), regarding the decision to allow companies to seek licences 
from which to explore onshore oil and gas. It was noted that this was very much a 
DECC led consultation.

Following on from the consultation, if licences were to be issued in Gloucestershire, 
Gloucestershire County Council, as the Local Mineral Planning Authority, would be 
responsible for determining applications for planning permission to explore or 
extract energy minerals within its administrative boundary. It was pointed out that 
the applicant would also need to obtain environmental permits from other 
regulators, including the Environment Agency, and would be subject to inspection 
from the Health and Safety Executive. At the timing of publication of the 
Commissioning Director’s Report, the council had not received any notification or 
details of potential licence applications for Gloucestershire.

Members were advised that, at this present time, there was no council policy on 
‘fracking’. The ‘policy starting point’ for any planning application regarding mineral 
extraction, would be the Gloucestershire Minerals Local Plan 1997-2006, adopted 
by the County Council in 2003. It was noted that the council was currently in the 
process of reviewing the Minerals Local Plan for Gloucestershire, which would be 
considered for adoption in 2017. Further updates to be provided as part of the 
Commissioning Directors Report at this meeting. 

Responding to member concerns, officers confirmed that, as the Local Mineral 
Planning Authority, Gloucestershire County Council would be submitting a response 
to the government consultation, due to end on 29 September 2015. Members were 
advised that, they too, could make a submission to the consultation. It was later 
suggested that an information session on mineral extraction/onshore oil and gas 
exploration might be something the committee may wish to consider at a future 
date. 

During the discussion, members raised questions on a number of topics, including: 
the public transport consultation undertaken in the Southeast/East Cotswolds 
District; the A417 Missing Link Commitment; the Highways Local Scheme, and the 
Commons and Rights of Way Committee. 

In response to questions, the following actions were agreed: 

a) Tidal Lagoon Presentation – Gloucestershire County Council to host a 
briefing for County Councillors, District Councils and neighbouring 
authorities, the aim of which would be to aid understanding of the potential 
benefits and impacts of Tidal Lagoon Power for Gloucestershire. 

b) Highways Seminar – the Highways Development Member Team to host a 
seminar to assist members better understand current changes to planning 

http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=673&MId=7857&Ver=4
http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=673&MId=7857&Ver=4
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legislation, and how Gloucestershire County Council undertook its statutory 
consultee role as Highway Authority in relation to planning applications. 

c) Information relating to the number of outstanding ‘Definitive Map Modification 
Order Applications’ to be included in the Commissioning Directors Update 
report to this committee. 

d) Members requested careful monitoring of the council’s winter service plan. 

e) Noting the potential overlap in reporting/providing updates on the Fastershire 
Broadband Project to this, and the Gloucestershire Economic Growth 
Scrutiny Committee, it was agreed that all future reports would be 
administered/presented to the Economic Growth Scrutiny Committee, with 
invitations to the members of this committee to meetings.  

The report, including the Environment and Communities Scorecard for Quarter 1 
2015/16, was noted. 

8. CHIEF FIRE OFFICER REPORT 

Full details of the Chief Fire Officer Report, can be viewed at the following link: 

http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=673&MId=7857&
Ver=4 

Members noted information on the performance of the portfolio of services provided 
by the Chief Fire Officer on behalf of Gloucestershire County Council. In presenting 
the report, the Deputy Chief Fire Officer reminded members that a Scrutiny Fire 
Workshop would be held later that day, for members to consider key issues 
affecting the Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service. 

The objectives of the workshop would be to: - 

1) Consider what effective scrutiny looks like; 

2) Review the current practice of Fire Scrutiny at Gloucestershire County 
Council;  

3) Consider key national and local policy issues for Fire Services in the 
medium and longer term;  

4) Explore and agree how scrutiny can aid policy making and service 
planning. 

Anne Brinkhoff from the Local Government Association and Ed Hammond from the 
Centre for Public Scrutiny facilitated at the meeting, with contributions from Andy 
Hermiston (Deputy Chief Fire Officer), Dave Hornibrook and Carole Pittaway from 
the Gloucestershire Fire Service. The workshop was well attended and had resulted 
in several positive outcomes. 

http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=673&MId=7857&Ver=4
http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=673&MId=7857&Ver=4
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Please refer to the attached summary of outcomes and actions for details of the 
workshop. 

9. WORK PLAN 

Following consideration of the i) Chief Fire Officer’s Report and the ii) 
Commissioning Director’s Report, it was agreed that the following items would be 
added to the committee work plan: - i) Presentation from the Gloucestershire Joint 
Waste Team on improving waste recycling targets for Gloucestershire at the 4 
November 2015 meeting, and ii) consideration of the outcomes from the Local 
Transport Plan Review 3 consultation at the 13 January 2016 meeting. 

It was also agreed that copies of the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 
Annual Progress and Implementation Plan would be circulated to members, 
(seeking comments), by email. The updated plan to be published on the council 
website in October or November 2015.  

Following a request for a task group review on congestion and road safety issues 
on the A429 Fosse Way highway, it was agreed Cllrs Paul Hodgkinson and Nigel 
Moor would meet with officers outside of the meeting to consider an  appropriate 
course of action. Members were advised that terms of reference, (in the form of a 
one page strategy), for scrutiny task group reviews had to be agreed by the 
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee. As a form of ‘best practice’ it had 
been suggested members seek the committee’s input before submitting a request 
for a task group review. Having considered the request for a task group review on 
the A429 Fosse Way, members supported the suggestion that officers work with 
Cllrs Hodgkinson  and Moor on the issue.

10. FUTURE MEETINGS 

2015 
4 November 2015

2016
13 January 2016
9 March 2016
18 May 2016
13 July 2016
21 September 2016
22 November 2016

CHAIRPERSON

Meeting concluded at 13.15 pm


